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A LETTER FROM 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
TO THE PRESIDENT GENERAL OF THE 
NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION 


The National Catholic Educational Association was hon- 
ored by a letter from Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of 
the United States, on the occasion of the Thirty-ninth An- 
nual Meeting of the Association, held at the Stevens Hotel, 
Chicago, April 7 to 9, 1942. 

The letter addressed to the Most Reverend John B. Peter- 
son, Bishop of Manchester and President General of the 
National Catholic Educational Association, was read at the 
opening General Meeting of the Association on Tuesday 
morning, April 7. 

The following is the text of the letter: 


THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 
“April 1, 1942. 
“Dear Bishop Peterson: 

“It is of deep significance that The National Catholic Ed- 
ucational Association will hold its annual national conven- 
tion in this time of grave crisis in the affairs of the nation 
and of the world. Those who participate will realize that 
such freedom of assembly is denied in all the countries of 
the world which today are held in slavery by the enemies 
whom we are fighting. 

“That simple statement makes clear as the noonday the 
issue at stake in the tragic conflict which the world now 
witnesses. Happily, in this country, we do not have to de- 
bate freedom of conscience. It is our birthright because 
of the wisdom and foresight of the Fathers of the Consti- 
tution, who in ordaining freedom of conscience established 
as a corollary, freedom of education and the right of as- 


sembly. 
“We must defend this birthright against every totali- 


3 





4 NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 


tarian and pagan assault and to that end we have pledged 
every resource of manpower, money and materiel and will 
fight shoulder to shoulder with lovers of freedom wherever 
freedom is assailed. 

“T rejoice to know that the object of your organization, as 
stated in its constitution, is “to keep in the minds of the 
people the necessity of religious instruction and training as 
a basis of morality and sound education.” 

“T trust that the Chicago convention will in wise deliber- 
ation and constructive action further the achievement of 
that high purpose. . Please exend my cordial greetings to 
all who participate. 

“Very sincerely yours, 
“FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT. 
“Most Reverend John B. Peterson, D.D., 
President General, 
The National Catholic Educational Association, 
1312 Massachusetts Avenue, N. W., 
Washington, D. C.” 


CABLEGRAM FROM HIS HOLINESS, POPE PIUS XII 


The Association was also honored by the following 
cablegram from His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, in response 
to a message of filial homage extended to His Holiness by 
the delegates to the Thirty-ninth Annual Meeting: 


“April 7, 1942. 
“The Most Reverend Samuel A. Stritch, D.D., 

“Archbishop of Chicago: 

“Deeply grateful for filial homage and jubilee congratu- 
lations, Holy Father felicitates National Catholic Educa- 
tional Association on outstanding achievements and confers 
paternal apostolic blessing. Pledge abundant heavenly 
benedictions. 

“(Signed) ARCHBISHOP CICOGNANI, 
“Apostolic Delegate.” 
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GENERAL RESOLUTIONS 


The following resolutions were adopted at the closing 
session of the Thirty-ninth Annual Meeting of the Associa- 
tion in Chicago, April 10, 1942: 


I 


Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, is completing a quarter 
of a century in the Episcopate, and the whole Christian 
world joins with him in giving thanks to God. The joy 
that under other circumstances might have been his is 
swallowed up in profound sorrow. Everywhere in the 
world his children are being forced to drain the bitter 
chalice of war, and the peace he labored so mightily to pre- 
serve has disappeared from the face of the earth. To him 
we offer the homage of our affectionate loyalty and filial 
obedience. We assure him that we realize our responsibility 
for making Christian education a potent instrument for the 
restoration of the peace of Christ in the reign of Christ. 


II 


We are profoundly grateful to the President of the United 
States for the inspiring message which he sent to our con- 
vention. We pledge him our unswerving fealty and sup- 
port and pray that God, whom he constantly invokes, may 
increase his strength to bear the tremendous burdens 
which weigh upon him because of his unflinching champion- 
ship of the cause of freedom and justice. We are confident 
that under his inspired leadership the forces of evil will be 
vanquished, and men and women the world over will have 
restored to them their heritage of liberty and be able to 
live under conditions that befit the children of God. 


III 


Without stint or limit our schools and our colleges are 
enlisted in the service of our country. Because we are es- 
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sentially devoted to the things of Christ we realize that 
we have something very special to contribute to the na- 
tional welfare in this critical hour. Our duty it is to God 
and to country to labor as never before to translate our 
faith into action in the classroom and in the laboratory, on 
the campus and on the playground, and in the community 
which we serve. 
IV 


A pagan conception of the State has fashioned in Nazi 
Germany an educational system dominated and directed 
by official bureaucracy which seeks to mold the minds and 
the bodies of the people to the autocratic purposes of a 
totalitarian government. Such a system is in direct opposi- 
tion to the Christian ideal of education, and its evil fruits 
are abundantly manifest. They serve as an object lesson 
to the American people and should inspire us with an un- 
yielding resolve to guard jealously our tradition of local 
control of schools, and to look with suspicion on any meas- 
ure, however well-intentioned, that might eventuate in 
Federal domination of education. 


V 


The National Catholic Educational Association is deeply 
indebted to His Excellency, the Most Reverend Samuel 
Alphonsus Stritch, D.D., Archbishop of Chicago. We have 
met here at his gracious invitation and have been greatly 
honored by his personal participation in our deliberations. 
We cherish the inspiration which came to us from his 
address of welcome. It will ring in our hearts long after 
we have returned to our work and bring us light and courage 
to face the tasks that are ahead. 

VI 


We express our deep sense of gratitude to Very Rev. 
Msgr. Daniel F. Cunningham, Superintendent of Schools of 
the Chicago Archdiocese, and to his devoted associates for 
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their generous hospitality and for the splendid arrange- 
ments that were made for our comfort and convenience dur- 
ing the convention. We are grateful to Mr. John F. Bow- 
man and to the management of the Stevens Hotel for the 
splendid facilities that were put at our disposal, and the 
friendly attention that was accorded us by the hotel’s 
personnel. 





ADDRESS OF 


MOST REV. SAMUEL ALPHONSUS STRITCH, D.D., 
Archbishop of Chicago * 


Most Reverend Bishops, Very Reverend and Reverend 

Fathers, my dear Sisters, and Friends: 

It is a pleasure for me this morning to welcome all of 
you to Chicago. There are very many reasons for my de- 
light in having you assembled this year in convention here 
in Chicago. Not to tire you, I am just going to give you 
one of these reasons, a reason which seems to me to stand 
out among the others. If there is a single question which 
recurs to men today, time after time, it is: Where are the 
promises of our educators of yesterday? It cannot be said 
that this world tragedy came out of the lands of unedu- 
cated peoples. We would understand it if it were the ex- 
plosion of unreasoned emotions of ignorant or primitive 
peoples. The fact is that with all its mockery of right, it 
sprang from the land which has been outstanding in the 
field of education, a country which more than any other 
country has influenced the structure of education in modern 
times, a country from which there has come in modern 
history a galaxy of brilliant scientists and fine scholars. 
The very terror of this catastrophe is not the work of 
ignorant people. It is the work of educated people. All 
the studies in the laboratories of yesterday which prom- 
ised a blessed beneficence to mankind are being used to 
prosecute a war that the Holy Father calmly, in his Christ- 
mas elocution of 1939, said might easily have been avoided 
if leaders had been willing to sit at a table and discuss their 
problems in the light of reason, a war which our own 
President, right from its beginnings, tried so hard to avert. 

No, it can’t be said that what has come about in this 
world today has come out of uneducated and ignorant pop- 
ulations. The very philosophy which the aggressor nations 


* Address at Opening Meeting of the Thirty-ninth Annual Meeting 
of the Association in Chicago, Tuesday morning, April 7, 1942. 
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are giving for their justification is a philosophy which only 
yesterday, in many of the great universities of the world, 
was taught and hailed as the dawn of a new day of progress. 
Plainly, this tragedy was manufactured by educated people, 
and not by the masses. And in its sorry progress, in many 
quarters, it has not met the expected opposition, because 
men in those quarters largely have lost their most precious 
convictions, and they lost those convictions in schools. Men, 
common men, are asking the question, Is the burden we 
have been carrying for schools, the burden which has im- 
posed upon us so heavy a sacrifice, just another illusion? 
Didn’t they tell us that the day of progress was ahead? 
Have the schools hastened the decadence of which all these | 
things are but a symbol? 

Now you, among educators, all alone, have warned and 
admonished that the drift was to chaos and not to progress. 
Standing for all that is best in modern education, you have 
clung to the core of true education and loudly proclaimed 
that if you take the Savior out of life, there is only dark- 
ness and confusion left. Laboriously, patiently, and some- 
times with heavy hearts, you have tried to show men that 
human personality, human dignity, rights, duties, social 
solidarity, are things which call to the Cross for their be- 
ginning and their preservation. Time and time again you 
have proclaimed that you can’t live contradictions, and that 
the materialism and nationalism of the universities of to- 
day will become the confusion of tomorrow’s society. 

Could anything better than the tragedy of the times 
prove your contentions? What ugly things—balance of 
power and spheres of influence and national breathing 
spaces—are before us today. And yet yesterday, despite 
the immorality innate in them, there were men who made 
them the formulas for a better world. 

We are glad to have you with us if only to say to you 
that your proclamation, CHRIST IN THE SCHOOLS, is 
fully proven in the laboratory of the world’s daily events. 

But the reason which we started out to give you is not 
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just our pride in your past. In these times when we are 
thinking about our work in hand to win this war which an 
aggressor nation has brought us, you are able to delineate 
in clear outline the things for which we are fighting. These 
things—and let us epitomize them, embracing them all 
under the caption, OUR FREEDOMS, are things which call 
to the Moral Law and the Christian Ideal. You are here 
to do a great constructive work for your country by study- 
ing how the better you can clarify the meaning of OUR 
FREEDOMS. Show their origin, and make evident that 
without the Christian Gospel they have no support, no 
foundation, no significance. Your work these days is to 
beg and persuade all educators to try to understand that 
without religion there can be no rights, no duties, no soli- 
darities, no freedoms, and that the shallow philosophy of 
yesterday’s godless liberalism is as hopeless as the racism 
and supernationalism of Hitler. 

We are glad to have you here these days. We know that 
you are going to make a great contribution in our war 
effort, that you are going to make it clearer and clearer to 
all how, discarding political objectives, there is at hand a 
great cultural crisis in the world, and how the only sane 
choice for men is Christ. 

May I say to you, in the name of my clergy and my peo- 
ple, that during your stay in Chicago these days, we want 
you to enjoy our hospitality, of which we are very proud? 
Not far from where you are meeting this morning, in the 
long, long ago, as we tell history in the United States, be- 
fore there was a Chicago, Father Marquette spent a winter, 
and just at this season, in the springtime, made a retreat 
in an Indian cabin. We feel, here in Chicago, that we have 
to be true to Father Marquette, that we have to make his 
prayer come true, that we have to realize his aspirations. 
and we are glad to spend ourselves and have others spend 
themselves with us in making this great city a mighty 
defense of Christian freedoms and the Cross the only 
shadow on the flag of the Stars and Stripes. 
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We hope that your deliberations will be all that we ex- 
pect and that you anticipate. Catholic education has faced 
a hard struggle. Many of us are witnesses to much of 
the difficulties of that struggle, and yet the Catholic edu- 
cator has always been serene and confident. With a sense 
of triumph in his heart, he has always known that the 
little minds, the shallow minds who try to make men live 
a contradiction, who tried to build schools, with no other 
power than the power to create universal doubt in the life 
of the world, would be found mortal. Today, he does not 
gloat over the facts that world events have proved his con- 
tention. Today, all the more, he is trying not only to bet- 
ter his own schools, trying not only to make his Catholic 
theology realized in a theology of education in his own 
schools, but he is trying and longing and laboring to make 
educators everywhere understand that not only material- 
ism, not only nationalism, but only on the Gospel of Christ 
can you build the life of a nation, that only in the Gospel 
of Christ may men fairly and honestly say, We are fighting 
for our freedoms. 





STABILITY IN THE ARTS COLLEGE * 


REV. JULIUS W. HAUN, Ph.D., D.D., 
St. Mary’s College, Winona, Minn. 


There are two immediate and overwhelming tasks before 
our country today—to win through to victory over the 
forces of tyranny, and to write the terms of a peace which 
will assure freedom and justice and enduring tranquillity in 
this troubled world. The first of these tasks presses most 
upon our minds at the moment; but unless the second have 
also of our attention, the certain victory will spoil on our 
hands. 


Now, in this first task of winning the war, every Ameri- 
can must obviously play a part, as must every institution 
in America. But, also obviously, all such persons and in- 
stitutions must make their contributions to the cause in 
that role which is adapted to their natures and lies within 
their true capacities. It will be the contention in this 
paper that the arts college, and specifically the Catholic 


college of liberal arts, can contribute best to this first task 
of winning the war by becoming a better arts college, and 
a more Catholic one; and that in the task of winning the 
peace its rdéle is paramount and imperative. Far from 
yielding, under the impulse of our patriotic enthusiasm, to 
a new influx of that eroding process to which the college 
has long been subject, away from the liberal arts and to- 
ward the pragmatic, the arts college should turn rather to 
a recapture of its pristine aim and method of teaching men 
to think; the Catholic college should return to a more rigid 
discipline of teaching its students to think more thoroughly 
within the framework of our own eternally valid philos- 
ophy. 

Nor is this statement a sounding of the slogan “busi- 
ness as usual” in things educational; it may be given an au- 


* Paper read at the meeting of the Midwest Unit, College and Uni- 
versity Department, N. C. E. A., in the Stevens Hotel, Chicago, 
March 24, 1942. 
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thoritative wartime text. The representative of the army, 
speaking at the Baltimore conference, asked that college 
men come to the forces with “well-disciplined minds,” re- 
minding the colleges that their regular subjects of “mathe- 
matics, languages, physics, chemistry, and general science 
create a well-ordered, well-disciplined mind”; “a soldier,” 
said he, “should have a clear-cut idea of what is right and 
what is wrong: he should have sufficient foresight and 
mental discipline to establish proper convictions in his mind 
and the forthright courage to stand by those convictions 
even if it means a fight to destruction.” This is literally 
an injunction to do that which is the traditional office of 
our colleges, the very purpose of their founding and of their 
long-time support—clear thinking to convictions of truth 
and right, and the character to make truth and right pre- 
vail. It is a challenge to do this now better than we have 
been doing it. Given such men, the armed services, with 
“the means and the methods of teaching highly technical 
subjects,” can quickly add the technical training which 
they, and not we, are qualified to give. 

Indeed, it is in that very fact of our inability to do where 
our proper rdle becomes so apparent. As arts college teach- 
ers, we have saturated ourselves with the inherited culture 
of the ages; we have specialized in knowing, in thinking, 
in appreciating, in synthesizing, in interpreting philosophi- 
cally. The application of knowledge to skills is not in our 
line. Our field of activity is to discipline the minds of our 
students to ready understanding and accurate thinking to- 
ward the true, the beautiful, and the good, and to unfold 
the powers of their wills toward a tenacious clinging to 
the morally right. These are the traits of mind upon which 
the technician can build. Let us go on doing what we know 
how to do, so that he may have the materials for his build- 
ing; only let us do it better than ever before. 

An example of the erosive process and its unfortunate 
sequel has come into focus latterly in the lack of ability, 
on the part of arts college products, to cope with the mathe- 
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matics which wartime needs demand. Yet, higher math- 
ematics was part of our inheritance; had we not abdicated, 
the job of the technician in shaping college men to the mo- 
ment’s needs in our race with time would have been an 
easier one. The conclusion lies on the surface: reinstate 
mathematics to the place from which that subject should 
never have been removed; and do our teaching with thor- 
oughness and under a demand for such real proficiency as 
will befit the holder of the bachelor’s degree. 

Our other departments supply other needs, needs of a 
wartime economy: men and women who can read under- 
standingly and write coherently and effectively our own 
language; who have an easy familiarity, rather than a 
dictionary-thumbing acquaintance, in foreign tongues; who 
know the history of our own and of other lands with all the 
economical, and geographical, and ethnological implications 
which are woven into the fabric, together with the growth 
of political institutions to their culmination in republican 
democracy; who are at home in the fields of scientific 
achievement, knowing content and method with a thorough- 
ness ready for technical application; who have crowned 
their learning with that which gives shape to it all, and for 
which, intellectually, our colleges have their being, namely, 
a formal discipline in all branches of a Christian philosophy 
illumined by religion. 

The keynote, then, of our wartime activity in the Cath- 
olic college of liberal arts should be to keep stable the con- 
tent of the arts program, but to step up the pace and the 
serious thoroughness of our teaching to be in keeping with 
the grim seriousness of the times. It is this which we are 
qualified to do; we are not qualified as teachers of techni- 
cians. And in doing this we might advisedly go over our 
curriculum offerings to eliminate those pragmatic items 
which have eroded away so much of what the degree in arts 
should mean—all courses not mental-disciplinary in char- 
acter, all courses whose titles and content indicate profes- 
sional and technical training in methods, measurements, 
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techniques, and skills. Let them remain on the campus, 
if you will, but be extracurricular as far as the arts pro- 
gram and its degree are concerned, being rated for credit, 
not toward the bachelor’s degree in arts, but toward the 
extracurricular certificate or license to which alone they 
are properly applicable. 

If this program sounds idealistic, the plea must be that 
idealism is ours by right of heritage; that we were born of 
the idealism which is that of Christ and of His Church; 
that idealism is of the very stuff of traditional American- 
ism; that youth is naturally idealistic, and that we have 
not latterly sufficiently challenged youth’s idealism. The 
opportunity to challenge it has been fashioned for us by the 
exigencies of war. Our thoughts be ideal, or be-nothing 
worth. 

Should any of our facilities, such as laboratories, lecture 
halls, etc. be of value to any agency of government toward 
the task of winning the war, it goes without saying that 
these should be offered for such use without reservation. 
Also, it is proper that civilian activities of wartime should 
find cooperation on the college campus in such forms as 
Red Cross work, civilian defense, the sale of government 
bonds, collaboration with the U. S. O. Our students are 
citizens of a nation at war, and their participation in these 
activities will contribute to that seriousness of outlook 
which we shall require in them for our campaign toward 
greater thoroughness in the specific aims of college resi- 
dence. ; 

In the second task before the nation, that of bringing 
our America through, still its former self as a land of in- 
dividual freedom under law, into a world where justice 
reigns, the position of the college of liberal arts is simply 
critical. The formation of minds of broad view, with a 
high sense of continuity with the past, is our traditional 
undertaking. It is that kind of mentality which must be 
maintained and strengthened, both to preserve the fine 
things for which America has ever stood, and to build a 
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lasting peace on the firm basis of a sound philosophy of 
humanity. The technical school cannot do this; neither 
can the specialized departments of the university under- 
take it. The task is ours in the colleges of liberal arts. And 
it is doubly ours in the Catholic arts colleges, where broad 
learning is rooted in our scholastic philosophy, and made 
practical for the continuance of freedoms in justice and 
charity by the illumination of the pontifical encyclicals. To 
perform that task well, we must be untrammeled by the 
pragmatic seeking of skills; we must husband the hours 
required for the degree to things of the mind; and we must 
insist again upon thoroughness in all the disciplines which 
are ours. 

Let me quote at this point some words spoken in this 
very place a few years since by Heinrich Bruening, chan- 
cellor of that Christian Germany which was forced to give 
place to the rising tide of Nazism. Speaking of that fateful 
hour when the ideals of freedom gave way to the prin- 
ciples of force, he said: “I have been struck in my own 
experience with the fact that even in the administration 
and in parliament, while we had a great number of first- 
class specialists, we had very few people who had a uni- 
versalistic outlook, who could subordinate their special 
knowledge and their special aims to a general plan for the 
best of the nation.” Sad words, those; an epitaph for lib- 
eral education in a nation dedicated to scientific technology. 
And he pleaded for the development, through education in 
that humanism and philosophy which we associate with 
the college of liberal arts, of a class of what he called, in. 
no snobbish sense, “‘the intellectuals.” These intellectuals, 
he said, “have in our time one main task. They must 
awaken the nation to a clear realization of what is essen- 
tial, and prepare (its citizens) for a fight to the end for 
such principles.” They are to “watch over the intrinsic 
ideals of the nation.” They are to “have the power and 
the strength,” drawn from an education which yields a 
universalistic outlook, “to fight for those last foundations 
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- upon which our civilization rests.” (Bulletin, Assoc. of 
American Colleges, Vol. XXIV, 1938.) 

Here is the task of the Catholic college of liberal arts, in 
peace and in war. It is the task of Catholic education, in 
the structure of which the college is the key unit. The 
college is this unit, for it is the point at which the Catholic 
philosophy, which has colored all learning up to that level, 
comes into full view, both by formal training within the 
philosophical discipline, and by ‘application of its tenets 
to the main fields of cultured thought; it is the very foun- 
tain-head from which flows the stream which, made life- 
giving at the altar of God, gives life to all the fields of 
Catholic education down the whole slope from university 
to kindergarten. : 

Our task is plain. We are equipped, if we do not permit 
our forces to be diluted, to accomplish that task. God grant 
us the clear vision, and the strength, and the wisdom to 
carry it through—for God, for His Church, for our Country. 





